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Welcome to Worship

The  American  folk  song  “I  Wonder  as  I  Wander”  captures  the  Advent
question asked by John the Baptist’s messengers in today’s Holy Gospel.
“Are You the one,” they wondered, “or shall we look for another?” We live
in a wandering world, constantly looking, seeking, and yearning for that one
thing, that one idea, that one person, that one amount of money that unlocks
the way to a life of flourishing. Today we rejoice that amidst our wonderings
and wanderings, Jesus is the one. He is the one by whom the blind saw, the
lame walked, lepers were cleansed, demon-possessed people were freed, and
the dead were raised. Jesus is the one who will restore all  creation to its
original perfection and who, when He comes again in glory, will restore all
things forever.

[Today’s hymns are printed on pages 9-12 of the bulletin.]

T Preparation for Worship T

Hymn                            TLH 55 – Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come

Invocation

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Absolution                                  

P We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and  
serve  Him  as  His  dear  children.  But  we  have  disobeyed  Him and  
deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our  
sins to Him and plead for His mercy.

C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from conception. 
In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be
called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have  
mercy on me according to Your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 
sin, and take away my guilt.

P God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life 
and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt 
forever. You are His own dear child. May God give you strength to live 
according to His will.

C Amen.
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T The Service of the Word T

Lord, Have Mercy                                                                            Kyrie

Glory to God in the Highest                                      Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P Let us pray…
… for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.

C Amen.

Old Testament Reading                                      Zephaniah 3:14-20

14 Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all
your  heart,  O daughter  of  Jerusalem!  15 The  LORD has  taken away the
judgments  against  you;  he has  cleared away your  enemies.  The King of
Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil. 16 On that
day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow
weak. 17 The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will
exult over you with loud singing. 18 I will gather those of you who mourn for
the festival, so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 19 Behold, at that time
I will deal with all your oppressors. And I will save the lame and gather the
outcast,  and I  will  change their  shame into praise and renown in all  the
earth.  20 At  that  time I  will  bring you in,  at  the time when I  gather you
together; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of
the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes,” says the LORD.

Psalm of the Day                                                              Psalm 85

P LORD, you were favorable to your land; 
C you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
P You forgave the iniquity of your people; 
C you covered all their sin. 
P You withdrew all your wrath; 
C you turned from your hot anger. 
P Restore us again, O God of our salvation, 
C and put away your indignation toward us! 
P Will you be angry with us forever? 
C Will you prolong your anger to all generations? 
P Will you not revive us again, 
C that your people may rejoice in you? 
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P Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, 
C and grant us your salvation. 
P Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 
C for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not 

turn back to folly. 
P Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, 
C that glory may dwell in our land. 
P Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; 
C righteousness and peace kiss each other. 
P Faithfulness springs up from the ground, 
C and righteousness looks down from the sky. 
P Yes, the LORD will give what is good, 
C and our land will yield its increase. 
P Righteousness will go before him 
C and make his footsteps a way.

Epistle Reading                                                     Philippians 4:4-7

4 Rejoice  in  the  Lord  always;  again  I  will  say,  rejoice.  5 Let  your
reasonableness be known to everyone.  The Lord is  at  hand;  6 do not  be
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  7 And the peace of
God, which surpasses all  understanding,  will  guard your hearts  and your
minds in Christ Jesus.

Alleluia

P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.
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Confession of Faith                                                 Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit,  born of  the  virgin Mary,  suffered  under  Pontius  Pilate,  was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will  come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints,  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  the  resurrection of  the  body,  and  the  life
everlasting. Amen.

Hymn                                    TLH 60 – Hark, a Thrilling Voice is Sounding

Sermon Text                                                                Luke 7:18-28

18 The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19 calling
two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one
who is to come, or shall we look for another?”  20 And when the men had
come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are
you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’ ” 21 In that hour
he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many
who were blind he bestowed sight.  22 And he answered them, “Go and tell
John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame
walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor
have good news preached to them.  23 And blessed is the one who is not
offended by  me.”  24 When John’s  messengers  had  gone,  Jesus  began to
speak  to  the  crowds  concerning  John:  “What  did  you  go  out  into  the
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 25 What then did you go out
to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in
splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings’ courts.  26 What then did
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.  27

This is he of whom it is written, “ ‘Behold, I send my messenger before your
face, who will prepare your way before you.’ 28 I tell you, among those born
of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom
of God is greater than he.”

What Do You Expect for Christmas?
I. From Jesus?

II. From His Word?
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Offertory 

Hymn                                            TLH 74 – One He Came in Blessing

Offering Hymn                                                                     TLH 442 st. 2

Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to yield Thee 
Gladly, freely, of Thine own; 

With the sunshine of Thy goodness 
Melt our thankless hearts of stone 
Till our cold and selfish natures, 

Warmed by Thee, at length believe 
That more happy and more blessed 

'Tis to give than to receive.

General Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer
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Benediction

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C Amen.

Hymn                            TLH 66 – Hark the Glad sound! The Savior Comes

Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia
Publishing House License #000014358 or OneLicense.net #A-729565. Scripture quotations
are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
publishing  ministry  of  Good  News  Publishers.  Used  by  permission.  All  rights  reserved.
Bulletin cover art  is courtesy of Communication Resources Inc.,  copyright © 1983-2021.
Used by Permission.  All rights reserved.
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T Announcements T
Welcome to all of our guests and visitors this morning in our Savior’s name.
We are glad that you have come to worship with us this morning, and hope
that you will come back and join us again. It is our prayer that your faith
will be strengthened by the preaching of our Lord’s pure Word and by the
psalms and hymns that our Scripture-based liturgy offers. If you have any
questions  about  our  church  or  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  the
Scriptures, please ask Pastor Sauers.

OUR SCHEDULE:          “If the LORD wills, we will do this or that.” James 4:15
*Online calendar at FDLlutheran.com or go to facebook.com/FDL.lutheran

December 12 10:00 am Worship Service
December 14 6:00 pm Church Council
December 15 6:30 pm Midweek Advent Worship
December 18 10:00 am Christmas Eve Practice
December 19 10:00 am Worship Service

11:30 am Christmas Lunch
December 23 8:30 am Christmas Eve Practice
December 24 6:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship Service
December 25 10:00 am Christmas Day Worship Service
December 26 10:00 am Worship Service

Thank You: Thank you to Dave Bernthal for leading our worship service
this morning.

Pastor:  Pastor  Sauers  tested  positive  for  COVID-19  this  past  Friday.
According to CDC guidelines, he must isolate for ten days. Therefore, he
will not be leading worship services this Sunday, Wednesday the 15 th, and
next Sunday the 19th. Sunday and Thursday Bible classes will be canceled
through December  19th. As long as he is feeling well enough, Pastor will
teach  classes  in  the  Day  School  and  Thursday  evening  public  school
Catechism classes  virtually.  Pastor  will  not  be  able  to  make  visits  until
December 21st, but he can be reached by phone at (920) 602-3242.
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Christmas Lunch: Youth group will be hosting a Christmas lunch following
church on December 19th at 11:30 am. If you have youth or are a youth,
please let April Kern know if you would like to participate in helping set up
and serve. Youth will be asked to bring a side dish to add to the meal. 

LM Called Workers’ Gifts: This is a way of thanking and showing our
appreciation to the called workers of Luther Memorial. If you would like to
make a contribution towards a monetary gift for our teacher/pastor, please
place it in the designated box at the back of the church.

ILC  Professor  Gifts:  This  project  began  years  ago  to  thank  and
acknowledge  the  word  that  is  done  at  Immanuel  Lutheran  High School,
College,  and  Seminary in  Eau Claire.  This  year  we  are  again collecting
monetary  gifts  for  the  professors.  Your  donation  can  be  placed  in  the
appropriate box at the back of the church.

2022 CLC Mission Helper Trip: Applications are being accepted for the
2022 Mission  Helper  Trip  to  Africa  in  July.  Find  more  information  and
apply online at: mht.lutheranmissions.org/2022-east-afric  a  .

CLC News:  Teacher Ross Kok of Holy Cross Lutheran School, Phoenix,
AZ, has received the call to be the upper grade of Grace Lutheran School,
Valentine, NE. + Pastor Paul Krause of Trinity Lutheran Church, Watertown,
SD and Zion Lutheran Church, Hidewood Township, SD, has been called to
Ascension  Lutheran  Church,  Tacoma,  WA.  +  Pastor  Sam Rodebaugh  of
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Winter Haven, Florida, is still considering the
call to Faith Lutheran Church, Manchester, MO. 
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FRUITS OF FAITH – November 24 & 28       Attendance: 11/24 -58; 11/28 - 64

FRUITS OF FAITH – December 1 & 5           Attendance: 12/1 -24; 12/5 - 74
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Luther Memorial Church Church of the Lutheran Confession
Budgetary  (Regular Expenses) Budgetary  (Regular Expenses)

    $3,942.00  LM General Budget (11/28)       $325.00  CLC General Budget (11/28)

    $3,076.92 Weekly Need       $384.62  Weekly Need

     +$865.08 -Under / +Over       -$59.62  -Under / +Over

$122,409.83  Year to Date Offerings    $7,313.00  Fiscal Year to Date Offerings  

$147,692.16 Year to Date Need    $8,461.64  Fiscal Year to Date Need

 -$25,282.33 Year to Date (+/-)   -$1,148.64  Fiscal Year to Date (+/-)
Non-Budgetary (Unplanned Expenses) Non-Budgetary (Unplanned Expenses)

LM School ILC Student Aid Fund

LM Student Aid Fund ILC Building Fund

         $20.00 LM Debt Retirement ILC Improvement Fund

LM M & I         $50.00 Mission Development (MDF)

LM Local Missions/ Outreach       $120.00 Project Kinship/Orphanage

LM Building Fund Fall Mission Festival

LM Ladies Orphan Fund Miscellaneous

Luther Memorial Church Church of the Lutheran Confession
Budgetary  (Regular Expenses) Budgetary  (Regular Expenses)

    $4,772.00  LM General Budget (12/05)       $765.00  CLC General Budget (12/05)

    $3,076.92 Weekly Need       $384.62  Weekly Need

  +$1,695.08 -Under / +Over    +$380.38  -Under / +Over

$127,181.83  Year to Date Offerings    $8,078.00  Fiscal Year to Date Offerings  

$150,769.08 Year to Date Need    $8,846.26  Fiscal Year to Date Need

 -$23,587.25 Year to Date (+/-)      -$768.26  Fiscal Year to Date (+/-)
Non-Budgetary (Unplanned Expenses) Non-Budgetary (Unplanned Expenses)

LM School ILC Student Aid Fund

LM Student Aid Fund ILC Building Fund

         $20.00 LM Debt Retirement ILC Improvement Fund

         $10.00 LM M & I         $35.00 Mission Development (MDF)

LM Local Missions/ Outreach         $20.00 Project Kinship/Orphanage

         $20.00 LM Building Fund Fall Mission Festival

         $75.00 LM Ladies Orphan Fund Miscellaneous

Memorial: $10.00 was given to the MDF in memory of Bobby Ridgell.
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